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Synopsis

The discovery of the tomb of Tutankhamun -- "King Tut" -- in 1924 created worldwide interest,
especially when people connected with the discovery began to die, some under mysterious
circumstances. The debate has continued for decades: was it coincidence, or a curse placed on

those who disturbed the pharaoh’s rest?
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Customer Reviews

Gr 8 Up-This series provides a wealth of information on the ancient Egyptians, focusing on the
infamous curse of King Tut, the pyramids of Giza, pharaohs, mummification and burial rites, and
daily life. Even though this is oft-covered ground, these books stand out for their abundant material
and the appealing presentations. The content is extensive, but it is written in a conversational style
that will pull in report writers and browsers alike. The main text is interspersed with fact boxes
providing additional intriguing tidbits ("The Great Pyramid of Khufu at Giza weighs an estimated 6
million tons."), interesting photographs, and noteworthy artwork and reproductions. These are solid
purchases, even for libraries with Egyptian collections of a good size. A A (c) Copyright 2011.
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This Ancient Egyptian Wonders series entry explores the legend of King TutA¢a —a,¢s

curseA¢a -4 its origination, how it spread, and the remaining mysteries and search for answers.
The title opens with Lord CarnarvonA¢a -a,¢s 1923 death (one of the original discoverers of King
TutA¢a -4,¢s tomb) and continues on to discuss TutankhamenAg¢a -4,¢s life, rule, and death
(including recent DNA testing, which indicates he had malaria) as well as the endeavors of those
involved in the tombA¢a -4,¢s discovery. Additional chapters explore what fueled curse rumors,
particularly the many deaths of those connected to the tomb. Descriptive, often anecdotally related
text intersperses facts, sidebars, and sourced quoted material, along with color visuals ranging from
maps to an ancient Egypt time line to photos of a sarcophagus and TutA¢a -4a,¢s mummified head.
Chapter notes and further reading add substance to this readable, engaging offering. Grades 6-9.

--Shelle Rosenfeld
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